
HOMILY FOR ANZAC DAY 2022 

 

Have you ever tried to explain Anzac Day to a five year old?  The conversation moves to the 

subject of war and questions follow where you begin to wonder if you’re making sense 

yourself. War is like that. It makes no sense. It is an affront to the natural order. 

 

How horrific that humans would campaign to kill other humans and yet, we are seeing that 

very thing unfolding in Ukraine. This is usually why war takes place. An aggressor wants to 

take what does not belong to him and, in the end, innocent people die. 

 

We are fortunate to be in a country which does not have a history of aggression but, of 

defense. A country which sees injustice and offers to help those who are persecuted for no 

just cause.  

 

Of course, we are also living in unfortunate times because an aggressor has issued threats 

about nuclear war to any country who comes to fight at the side of the Ukrainians. We can 

however, contribute to the Ukrainian appeal to help local churches support refugees and local 

people with food. We can also pray for peace in Ukraine when was fuel our cars, 

acknowledging the part we are playing in the sanctions. 

 

What we remember today is the willingness of those who have stepped up to help in our 

country’s history. This day began as a reminder of our forces and those of New Zealand’s, 

who, as developing nations began to find their own feet and their own identity on the field of 

battle against an oppressor at Gallipoli. Although it ended in defeat, stories of heroic acts and 

self-sacrifice have emerged, as they have in subsequent wars. 

 

It is interesting to read of the history of Anzac and why many joined up to fight. A large 

number of young people saw it as an adventure – a change of pace – a chance to earn some 

money in a different way. They had no idea what they were really getting themselves into 

but, when push came to shove, neither did they back down. They stepped up and risked their 

lives and lost their lives to support the cause of their nation. 

 

We do not glorify war but, we do honour those whose acts were unselfish. Those who 

became like grains of seed to bring forth a harvest of peace and freedom. 

 

Their acts were Christlike in that they allowed themselves to enter into the depths of human 

cruelty and foolishness in order to fulfil a greater purpose. At Christ’s Passion, he not only 

revealed his divine nature, he also revealed his truly human nature in its best qualities – 

laying down one’s life for others. 

 

The first reading spoke about the virtuous who were tested like gold in a furnace. On this day, 

it is worthwhile remembering what our faith considers the four virtues and how they are 

described in the Catechism.  

 

‘Prudence’ is the virtue that disposes practical reason to discern our true good in every 

circumstance and to choose the right means of achieving it. It is an act of conscience which 

guides our moral judgements.  
 

‘Justice’ consists in the constant and firm will to give our due to God and neighbour. Justice 

towards others disposes one to respect the rights of each person and to establish in human 



relationships the harmony that promotes equity with regard to persons and to the common 

good.  

 

‘Fortitude’ ensures firmness in difficulties and constancy in the pursuit of the good. It 

strengthens the resolve to resist temptations and to overcome obstacles in the moral life. The 

virtue of fortitude enables one to conquer fear, even fear of death, and to face trials and 

persecutions. It disposes one even to renounce and sacrifice his life in defense of a just cause.  

 

‘Temperance’ is the moral virtue that moderates the attraction of pleasures and provides 

balance in the use of created goods. 

 

These virtues reveal something of the spirit of Anzac and inspire us to stand with the 

virtuous. It is a way we say, “Thank you,” to those who have given their lives for us. 

 


