
HOMILY FOR AUSTRALIA DAY 

Isaiah 32:15-18 Ps 84:9-14 Romans 12:9-13 Luke 12:22-32 

 

One can never underestimate fertile land in the desert. In the Middle East, these are the places 

around which villages and cities are built. People gather and communities are built. 

 

Justice is also where people gather and communities are built. Justice is necessary for people 

to live together in peace. 

 

In the first reading, God promises that justice which brings peace will flourish like fertile land 

and this promise is made to the people of Israel after they have been condemned to exile. 

They need a rest from who they have been and, the land needs a rest from what they have 

failed to do. 

 

Nations all through the world are in need of the justice which brings peace. Much energy and 

cost is put into stronger armies, bigger houses, larger bank accounts, all with the belief that 

the security of peace will flourish. The stronger we are, the more we will overcome any 

threat. The more indestructible we make ourselves, the less likely we are to lose what we 

have created for ourselves. 

 

However, where nations take this attitude of peace, it sets up an attitude of ‘them’ and ‘us’. 

We feel that what we have might be taken away by those who do not have what we have. 

Therefore, certain people are rejected, ignored and kept weakened without opportunity for 

purpose and participation in the things of life. 

 

Throughout our world, the cultures, beliefs and presence of many first nations’ people are 

often considered threats to what newer cultures have built. First nations people are kept from 

purpose and participation because they are seen to put our newer way of life at risk. 

 

Other displaced people, such as refugees and asylum seekers, bring problems to our shores. 

Many are emotionally affected and in need and that just puts demands upon what we have 

built for ourselves. 

 

The rejection and neglect of those perceived as ‘lesser’ people are occurrences of the very 

injustices of which Israel was accused and which subsequently sent them into exile. Injustice, 

because there was no fair treatment of all people – no common principles upon which to build 

a society of true peace – the peace which the Psalmist hoped for when he said, “The Lord 

speaks of peace to his people.” 

 

The justice which brings God’s peace is not about having power over certain groups of 

people. It begins with mercy for this is how God meters out justice. God’s justice is not like a 

courtroom where those who do wrong must be incarcerated because they are a threat. God’s 

justice is mercy which brings hope. The second reading says that hope makes you cheerful. 

Cheerfulness is peace. 

 

This is why we are called to sincerely prefer good to evil. A good which only works for one 

group of people while neglecting another is not a good but, an evil. Paul finishes these words 

with the instruction to make hospitality your special care. 

 



Last year, in our nation, the Uluru Statement was awarded the Sydney Peace Prize for, as 

stated, “For bringing together Australia’s First Nations peoples around a clear and 

comprehensive agenda; for healing and peace within our Nation and delivering self-

determination for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, that enables Australia to 

move into the future united and confident.” 

 

This is an expression of justice which brings peace. This is a statement of hospitality, 

recognising that those who have come since our first nation peoples, are the guests and guests 

also have a responsibility to be hospitable. 

 

The beautiful words of the Jesus in the Gospel are an invitation into the hospitality of God. 

Here, we own nothing and, are owed nothing, for God ensures that we have all we need. With 

such faith, fertile life flourishes. With such faith, God’s justice flourishes. 

 

As disciples of Jesus who are told not to worry, this must become the grounds upon which we 

seek justice. 

 

 


