
HOMILY FOR EASTER DAY 

 

“It’s too good to be true,” may well have been Peter’s thought when he reached the tomb 

and saw that the stone had been moved. He might have said it again when he saw the linen 

cloths on the ground in a different place to where the cloth for the head lay.  

 

As we know, his wonder would turn to certainty when he came face to face with Jesus. 

That which the disciples had failed to understand until this moment, would be revealed. 

 

Even, when later, Peter addressed Cornelius ‘and his household’, describing the life, the 

death and the resurrection of Jesus, Peter still seems overwhelmed by what has happened. 

It is because of those who witnessed the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection that we 

come to the hope of our own resurrection.  

 

Hope is not an empty action such as, when we hope for a bike for our birthday or we hope 

for a horse for Christmas, as we do as children. Hope means more to us than this. Our hope 

is real, based upon what we believe has taken place and what we believe we will receive. It 

is an assured hope. It is only hope, because we have not received it in its fullness just yet. 

 

Our celebration of Easter places before us the hope of new life. That which seems too good 

to be true, is still to come to us. 

 

This hope in Christ is more powerful than any other thing we might hope for. It has 

maintained the Church through its ups and downs for over 2000 years. Martyrs have easily 

died for it. Anything in life which might seem difficult for us to get through, is 

overshadowed by the hope which comes from God. 

 

What is difficult to get through is small compared to what we hope for. Hope has many 

benefits. Psychologists refer to how it boosts the immune function, decreases pain, anxiety 

and depression. Hope encourages good and positive behaviours and, it is hope, which will 

surely bring us through this pandemic with the grace of remaining humane, decent people, 

despite the restrictions we have had to face. 

 

Today, we once again feel the waters of Baptism. It is a long time since we have had that 

experience since the water fonts have been gone from the doors of the churches for over a 

year. 

 

On this Easter Sunday, in the wake of our newly Baptised at the Vigil last night, we also 

renew the commitment to our Christian Faith. We reject all that goes against God and 

which seeks to hide the hope God brings as we reject Satan. Peter spoke of Jesus curing 

people who were under the power of the Devil. It is evil which takes away hope. Jesus’ 

healing is for hope. We profess the hope expressed in our creed.  

 

And then I will come through the congregation as I sprinkle you with the renewing waters 

of Baptism. Fresh stuff – not the stuff that was poured on the candidates last night.  

 

This connection with our Baptism strengthens in us our hope. We are renewed once more 

in the promises of God to make us eternal members of his household.  

 

  


