
HOMILY FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT (YEAR A) 

 

Earlier this week I ended up with a respiratory infection, yet again, and had to take some 

days off, yet again. That meant other people stepping up, my causing disruptions by having 

to postpone and generally, just not being around like I thought I should be. 

 

I have that reputation for catching everything that’s going around which is why I’m 

surprised I haven’t caught COVID yet. Some things are working. 

 

Nevertheless, recurring illness can make one feel a failure. It’s not as bad a failure as dying 

and, if you think I sound harsh, I mean it in the sense that death is the outcome of our 

sharing in the failings of the history of humanity. Death came through one man and it was 

passed on because all have sinned, as Paul reminded us elsewhere in Romans. Jesus is the 

new man who brings life for all. It is this life which is referred to in all of the readings for 

today.  

 

The prophet Ezekiel announced the opening of graves. This is the undoing of human 

failure. It is the promise that the disruptions and waste of life of which death seems to be a 

sign, have no power to hold humanity in that useless state of being. We are intended for a 

greater purpose and ongoing relationship with God. What we are now, doesn’t always 

make a lot of sense. 

 

That the grave of Lazarus was opened and that Jesus called him to life becomes a sign that 

it is Jesus who brings life in death, hope in failure and meaning in wastefulness. 

 

This entire story in John’s Gospel points to the profound, centrally placed words, Jesus 

said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though 

he dies, he will live and whoever lives and believes in me will never die?” 

 

Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter to life after she had just died. He raised the widow’s son to 

life a little later in the day after the funeral procession had begun. On this occasion, he 

raises Lazarus who has been dead for four days, thus confirming the absolute loss of life, 

even to the point of decay. Each healing intensified in power as a sign of the resurrection 

to come where Jesus would be more than simply resuscitated. In a couple of weeks, he will 

demonstrate the heavenly reality of what becomes of the mortal person who dies, when 

Jesus appears in his glory after his death. 

 

This is the life which the baptised have already begun to fulfil. We are still certainly mortal 

and frail. We still waste our lives at times and experience failures. We may not always 

have a high opinion of ourselves and subsequently, of others (it’s usually the way that 

works) and yet, we have, through Baptism, already entered the tomb with Jesus. At the 

same time, the spirit of God has been placed within us, and we are now living in the power 

of the resurrection. That makes us people of great worth 

 

We realise that worth when we turn our interests to spiritual things as Paul says in the 

second reading. If we pursue that which is not of God, we pursue that which is not of any 

purpose for us. Although, we continue to live in this world of decay, this world continues 

to sustain us and our good use of the things of this world becomes a spiritual practice.  

 



Our self-serving use of the things of this world take us away from the purpose for which 

we have been saved. Our good use of the things of this world, can bring meaning to others, 

as we have seen in the stories of Caritas. 

 

Our mortal bodies do suffer (even Jesus wept) but, they are also subjected to the power of 

the resurrection. Sickness is not a determinant of personhood. Neither is death. If we have 

felt as though we have failed, look to Jesus. Baptism makes us something more. 


