
HOMILY FOR THE 15
TH

 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

There is one thing which God is very confident about in the Scriptures. The creation will 

be saved.  

 

We, on the other hand, may not always feel as confident. We speak about ‘hope’ but, we 

know that we have had our hopes dashed before. Let’s be honest though, we have probably 

wrongly placed our hopes. Hope in what God does must surely give weight to a little more 

confidence for how we see the future, especially, when we consider that God seems to be 

having a better day than the rest of us.  

 

In the first reading, God seems to be quite pleased with how things are going. He says, 

“The word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my 

will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.” 

 

Now, we sometimes think that God doesn’t appear to be doing much. We sometimes think 

that we are in a pretty ungodly world but, God is having successes, even when we don’t 

see any signs of it. No wonder God is confident and that our hope in God is well grounded. 

 

It is a good thing that God is confident and that our hope in God is well grounded because 

we have had to deal with some pretty difficult stuff. We’re waiting for the COVID-19 

experience to be finished.  

 

We’re waiting for an end to wars, to suffering and sadness. We’re waiting for a better 

chance as a Church to show our true worth. We’re waiting for people to feel fulfilled in 

living – having jobs, having homes, having the opportunity to participate in all that is 

good. 

 

We’re waiting and the creation is waiting, as the Apostle Paul says in the second reading. 

The reason we hope is that we are not the glorified people God intended from the 

beginning. A spanner was thrown into the works. The human personality acted on its 

rebellious nature and rejected God. Not only did it bring suffering into the world for 

people, it also stopped all created things from attaining their purpose. With the sin of the 

first people, we are told in Genesis that the ‘Land was cursed’.  

 

So, as we have a hope, Paul says that creation has a hope. It too, suffers – it groans 

inwardly. And yet, as a seed erupts from the soil into a sprout and then a tree, as though 

the land is giving birth, so is God bringing to birth a new glory and we are the first-fruits – 

the first sign of that glory. We are good for the earth because we are the first sign of 

redemption and the earth needs us to care for it. The faithful Christian is always committed 

to the environment. 

 

Jesus used the environment as a sign of redemption. He spoke of the lilies of the field and 

the birds of the air with great affection and admiration for what they could teach us. He 

spoke of the wonder of sowing seeds and directed our attention to how God is revealed in 

this simple relationship between a sower and the environment.  

 

In the midst of our human ‘dullness’ – our less than enthusiastic approach to life – Jesus 

spoke about a harvest. Yes, there are so many things which cripple the energy for life. 

There are weeds and rocks, birds which eat the seed and there are pathways which lead us 



into unfruitful existence but, God keeps giving and giving and giving. God keeps sowing 

the seeds of hope because God is confident that it is all worthwhile.     

 

And, even though there are those who listen but do not understand; even though there are 

those who see but do not perceive – God keeps giving. 

 

Do we not think that with all of God’s giving, with all of God’s commitment to this 

creation that we would not get on board with what God is doing with us? That we would 

not live our Christian faith with confidence and practice it more fruitfully? 

 


